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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1	These guidelines recommend basic fire safety requirements for the Night / Private Clubs and Discotheques. These can be reviewed and amended whenever circumstances arise.

1.2	Night / Private Clubs and Discotheques are places of public accommodation, which in general is characterised by one or all of the following:-

· Provide entertainment by a live music band or recorded music generating above normal sound levels.
· Has as it primary source of revenue in general from the sale of beverages of any kind for consumption on the premises, any kind of games and entertainment, a place of social gathering open to selected members.

1.3	A designated Night / Private clubs and Discotheques can be accommodated in a wide range of building of various design, size and structural materials.  The buildings may be single or multiple floors built specifically for the purpose, multiple occupancy buildings, or any other building converted for the purpose.

1.4	The promoter or his nominated agent is responsible to adhere to these guidelines.


2 FIRE SAFETY REQUIREMENTS

2.1 Fire safety requirements are commensurate with:
(a) the layout, size, design and nature of construction of the place of accommodation     for Night / Private Clubs and Discotheques
(b) the number of occupants and type of activity.

2.2 The main criteria which are considered with regard to fire safety requirements are:-
(a) Means of escape
(b) Means for fighting fire
(c) Means for giving warning in case of fire  

2.3 Any promoter desiring to develop and invest in a Night / Private Clubs and Discotheques shall ensure that the criteria at 2.2 are satisfied.

2.4 The promoter shall conduct a fire risk assessment to determine the requirements of fire safety and adhere to those requirements specific to his case.

3 MEANS OF ESCAPE

3.1 Means of escape are structural and integral part of the construction which allows people to proceed to a place of safety in the event of a fire.

3.2	Means of escape includes exit doors, corridors and staircase which lead to the open air.

3.3	Every promoter shall ensure that people who are in the building can get out 
            safely and quickly in the event of a fire.

3.4	A single route is accepted as means of escape where:
(a) the distance to be travelled to reach the final exit is 15 m.
(b) the route to the final exit is protected with fire resisting materials and is at least 1.2 m wide,
(c) the height of  the building does not exceed 9 m and 
(d) the total number of person does not exceed 60.

Note – Protected route means the route to the final exit is rendered safe from heat, smoke or toxic vapours that may be produced in the event of fire by the provision of fire resisting material along the route or fire doors or by pressurisation. 

3.5	In circumstances where the conditions are beyond those specified in 3.4, there shall be    provided at least two separate means of escape in different directions in case of fire from each floor of every such building.

3.6	Where occupants may be endangered through obstruction of any single exit due to fire or   
            smoke there shall be provided an additional means of escape.

3.7	At ground floor level an exit alternate to the existing one is acceptable as an alternate 
            means of escape.

3.8	Spiral staircases and vertical ladder are not acceptable as alternate means of escape.

3.9	In building above ground floor level a standard staircase made of metal or other non 
            combustible material is acceptable as an alternate means of escape.

3.10 An external staircase is acceptable provided that:-

(a) there is limited opening on the side where the staircase is sited
(b) windows do not open directly on the staircase
(c) materials used are protected against corrosion and slips
(d) the staircase is illuminated during night

3.11 An emergency staircase shall satisfy the following specifications:-

(a) It shall not be less than 1.2 m wide
(b) Treads shall not be less than 225 mm
(c) Risers shall not be more than 190 mm
(d) Angle of descent shall not exceeds 45 degrees
(e) There shall be not more than 16 risers in a flight
(f) There shall be not more than 2 flights without a change in direction
(g) All doors giving access to the staircase shall open outwards

3.12 Exit doors, corridors and staircases shall be kept free from obstruction at all material time.

3.13	Emergency exit doors shall (except in the case of a sliding door) be constructed to open 
            outwards.

3.14	Whenever  Night / Private Clubs and Discotheques are operating, emergency exit doors shall not be locked or fastened in such a manner that it cannot be easily and immediately opened from inside.

3.15	The contents of any room shall be arranged in such a way to allow free circulation for 
             occupants.

3.16 Every exit door affording means of escape shall be marked by an EXIT white pictogram of minimum size 100 mm on a board with green background.

3.17	When the direction to the emergency exit may not be apparent to an occupant an exit sign 
             with an arrow indicating direction shall be displayed.

3.18	Where normal lighting levels are reduced during occupation times, exit signs shall be illuminated and emergency lighting provided along escape routes.

3.19	Vehicular accesses for fire appliances to the perimeter of the Night / Private Clubs and Discotheques shall be provided

4 MEANS FOR FIGHTING FIRE

4.1	First Aid Firefighting Equipment
0. Every promoter shall provide first aid fire fighting equipments of suitable type specific to Night / Private Clubs and Discotheques.

0. First Aid fire fighting equipment includes portable fire extinguishers and hose reel.


0. Four types of portable fire extinguishers using water or foam, or dry powder or carbon dioxide are available.

0. A water fire extinguisher is appropriate for fire involving solid materials normally of an organic nature in which combustion occurs with the formation of glowing embers.  (Class A fires).  E.g. wood, paper, textiles, clothing.


0. A foam fire extinguisher is appropriate for fires involving liquids or liquefied solids (Class B fires).  E.g. petrol, oil, thinner and alcoholic drinks.

0. A dry powder fire extinguisher is appropriate for fire involving solid materials normally of an organic nature in which combustion occurs with the formation of glowing embers, liquid or liquefied solids, gasses and metals.  (Class A, B, C and D). E.g. wood, paper, textiles, clothing, petrol, thinner, oil, alcoholic drinks, and electrical appliances.


0. A carbon dioxide fire extinguisher is appropriate for fire involving solid materials normally of an organic nature in which combustion occurs with the formation of glowing embers, liquid or liquefied solids, gasses (Class A, B, C).  E.g wood, paper, textiles, clothing and electrical appliances.

0. These fire extinguishers are available in capacity of 9 lts for water and foam, 2 kg and 5 kg for carbon dioxide, 2 kg, 4 kg, 6 kg and 9 kg for dry powder type.


0. One 4 kg dry powder or one 2 kg carbon dioxide fire extinguisher is recommended for every 100 sq metres or part thereof according to the risk.

0. Portable fire extinguishers shall be preferably sited on the line of escape routes,
 near to room exits inside or outside according to the risk.


0. In multi storey building, portable fire extinguishers shall be sited at the same 
            position on each floor that is top of stairs flights or at corner of corridors where possible                       
            in groups forming fire points, where possible in shallow recess.

0. Portable fire extinguishers shall be installed in such a way that the carrying handle lies one metre off the floor level.

0. In large buildings, portable fire extinguishers shall be sited in such a place so that no person shall travel more than 30 m to reach them.


0. Portable fire extinguishers shall be maintained in operational order at all material time.

0. The equipment shall be regularly inspected and tested.  A record of such inspection and test shall be kept.


0. A hose reel installation which is a first aid fire fighting appliance shall be provided in premises to extinguish ordinary combustible materials such as wood, cloth, paper and any matter that produces an ash (Class A fire fires); where a portable fire extinguisher will be insufficient.

0. It consists essentially of a reel, inlet pipe, manual or automatic valve (as the case may be),  hose and a shut-off nozzle.


0. The drum or hose support of the first coil of hose shall be not less than 150mm in diameter.  The fittings to which the hose is attached shall be arranged in such a way that the hose is not restricted by additional layer of hose, being place on it.

0. The reel shall be of sufficient size to carry the length of hose and rotate around a spindle so that the hose can be freely run out.



0. If a manual inlet valve is provided, it shall be of screw-down type above ground stop valve or gate valve type.  It should be closed by running the handle in a clockwise direction.  The direction of opening should be indicated by an arrow marked on the handle.

0. If the valve is automatic, the valve should open automatically when the hose is run out of the reel after four complete revolutions.


0. (a) If the diameter of the hose is 19 mm, its length shall be not more than 
     45 metres.
(b) If the diameter of the hose is 25 mm, its length shall be not more than 
     30 metres.

0. A nozzle of 4.5 mm to 6.5 mm capable of providing either jet or spray shall be incorporated at the end of the hose reel.

0. A hose reel installation shall be connected to a permanent water supply which is under pressure.


0. In vertical installations (tall buildings) the hose reel shall provide a jet of approximately 6m and the output shall be at least 24 litres per minute as follows:

                     Nozzle diameter	      Minimum running pressure at the entry of reel
 
                                  6.5 mm					1.5 bar
                                  4.5 mm					  4 bar

0. In horizontal installations the output shall be at least 24 litres per minute.

0.  One hose reel shall be provided to cover every 500m2 of floor space or part thereof. 

0. Hose reels shall be sited in prominent and accessible positions at each floor level 
adjacent to exits in corridors on exit routes, in such a way that the nozzle of the 
hose can be taken in very room and within 6m of each part of a room. 

0. Fire hose reel assemblies shall be provided with a notice bearing the words “FIRE 
HOSE REEL” in white letters on a red background.  The methods of operation (of 
the valve) should be displayed adjacent to each assembly.

0. A hose reel installation shall be maintained in operational order at all material time. The installation shall be regularly tested and a record shall be kept

0. Automatic Fire Suppression System

1. Following a fire risk assessment the Fire Service Department may impose promoters to install an Automatic Sprinkler System.
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1. The imposed Automatic Fire Suppression System shall be installed in accordance to British Standard, ISO 6182-1:2004 or any equivalent international standard.

5.	MEANS OF GIVING WARNING IN CASE OF FIRE

5.1 A fire alarm system is required in a building for one or both of the following purposes:

a).  to enable people in the building to be informed of an outbreak of fire and evacuate the 
                 building before the escape routes are affected by the product of fire.

b). to enable early detection and mitigate damage that may be caused by the fire by 
                  activating fire fighting resources.

5.2 A promoter of a Night / Private Club and Discotheque shall ensure that a fire warning system is installed if the number of persons exceeds 60.

5.3 A fire alarm system consists basically of break-glass manual call points which are wired electrically to sounders / sirens and a control indicator panel.

5.4 Break-glass call points shall be installed at 1.4 metres above floor level preferably near exit and emergency staircase.  In large premises no one shall travel more than 30 m to reach a call point.

5.5	Sounders/sirens shall be strategically placed in sufficient numbers and in such a way that 
the sound is audible throughout the building.  The sound shall be distinctive and at least 5 decibel above normal noise in the premises.

5.6 The basic system can be enhanced by introducing automatic fire detectors.

5.7 Fire detectors are designed to detect one or more of the three characteristics of a fire: heat, smoke or flame.

5.8 No one type is suitable for all applications and the final choice depends on the individual circumstances.

5.9 Heat or smoke detectors are suitable for most buildings.  Flame detectors are mainly used to supplement heat or smoke detectors in high compartments or outdoor wide area storages.

5.10 A fire warning system shall be designed and installed in accordance to BS 5839 or any other equivalent standard.

5.11 Every component of the system shall be regularly tested and maintained in operational order.  A record of test shall be kept.

5.12 Every promoter can make complementary arrangement for the provision of loud hailers to assist evacuation.


6.	MISCELLANEOUS REQUIREMENTS

6.1      Electrical Installation

6.1.1   The design, construction, maintenance or alteration of installations shall be carried out by qualified persons.

6.1.2   All electrical systems shall be designed, installed, protected, maintained, inspected and tested, so as to prevent danger so far as is reasonably practicable.

6.1.3   All electrical conductors shall be of sufficient size and current-carrying capacity   
                    for the purposes for which they are intended.

6.1.4   Every electrical joint and connection shall be of proper construction as regards  
                     conductance, insulation and mechanical strength.

6.1.5 	Every installation and every circuit shall be protected by means of fuse, circuit breaker and earthing.

6.1.6   Every circuit shall be so arranged as to prevent the persistence of dangerous earth 
                    leakage currents.

6.1.7  Effective means, suitably placed for ready operations shall be provided to cut off 
                   the supply of electrical energy on any electrical equipment, as may be necessary to 
                   prevent or remove danger.

6.1.8  Every installations shall be divided into circuits as necessary to avoid danger in the   
                   event of a fault and facilitate safe operations, inspections, testing and maintenance.

6.1.9    Protective devices shall be arranged and identified so that the circuits protected are 
                     easily recognized.

6.1.10  Cables to be installed on walls shall incorporate a sheath suitably resistant to any 
                      mechanical damage likely to occur, or to be contained in a conduit system or 
                      other enclosure affording adequate protection against such damage.

6.1.11  Cable with the colour combination green and yellow shall be reserved exclusively 
                     for the identification of protective conductor and shall not be used for any other 
                     purpose.

6.1.12  All fixed luminaries and lamps shall be placed or guarded so as to prevent ignition 
                    of any material which in the conditions of use foreseen are likely to be placed in 
                    proximity to the luminaries or lamps.  Any shade or guard used for this purpose 
                    shall be suitable to withstand the heat from the luminaries or lamp.

6.2	Internal Decorations

6.2.1	All internal partitions shall be of fire resisting materials and same carried out up to the             ceiling level.

6.2.2	Materials used for decorative purposes shall be non-combustible or treated to retard the spread of flame.

6.2.3	Materials hanging from the ceiling for decorative purposes shall be non-combustible or treated to retard the spread of flames.

6.2.4	Curtains, draperies or any other clothing used for decorative purposes shall be treated to retard the spread of flames.

6.2.5	Where the use of “table candle” is allowed to enhance the atmosphere, the candle shall be placed in a stable non-combustible container designed to retain any tip over.

6.3	  Housekeeping

6.3.1	 Housekeeping in relation to fire safety is the day to day management of fire hazards to 
              minimise the occurrence of fire.

6.3.2	A high standard of cleanliness shall be observed in Night / Private Clubs and Discotheques.

6.3.3   Accumulated waste material from and around the building shall be carefully and regularly   disposed.

6.4	 No Smoking policy 

6.4.1	A no smoking policy shall be strictly enforced.

6.4.2	Notices of “NO SMOKING” shall be conspicuously displayed.


6.5	Fire crackers

6.5.1	Fire crackers and naked flames shall be strictly prohibited.

6.5.2	Internal display of fire crackers / fire works shall be prohibited.

6.5.3	External display of fire crackers / fire works may be organised provided that:-

(a) Instructions on the label of fire crackers are followed.
(b) Fire crackers shall be arranged away from other combustible materials.
(c) All openings in the direction of the fire crackers shall be kept closed.
(d) Exits shall always be kept easily accessible and not endangered by the activity.
(e) Members of the public are at a safe distance.
  (f) 	A fire extinguisher is kept ready to fight any incipient fires.

6.6	Pyrotechnics	

6.6.1	Pyrotechnics displayed shall emit non toxic smokes which can be easily dissipated.

6.2.2	The source of pyrotechnics emission can be easily stopped in the event of emergency. 

6.7     Crowd Control 

6.7.1	 The promoter or his nominated agent shall ensure that the number of persons admitted does not exceed that specified in the 1st scheduled of the current fire certificate.

6.7.2	 The promoter or his nominated agent shall employ sufficient Crowd Managers to ensure the safety of occupants.

6.7.3	 The Crowd Manager shall:-

a) Ensure compliance with fire safety requirements prior to admitting members.
b) Assist members in the event of an emergency.
c) Control crowd behaviour during occupation.

6.8	Storage of alcoholic drinks

6.8.1	Alcoholic drinks shall be kept in a safe and well ventilated place and on non combustible shelves.

6.8.2	Alcoholic drinks stored shall be limited for one day use only.

6.9	 Ventilation System

6.9.1	A ventilation system shall be installed in accordance with ISO 21927-3:2006 or any other equivalent international standard.

7	FIRE PREVENTION

7.1  	Fire prevention principles and measures aim to avoid the inception of a fire

7.2  	It involves the control of fire hazards at the place of work and observance of basic rules to avoid ignition sources coming into contact with combustible materials.

7.3	The promoter of Night / Private Clubs and Discotheques shall ensure that his employees     are aware of basic fire prevention measures and strictly observe the rules at the place of work.

7.4  	The main causes of fire can be classified as:

      	a.  faulty electrical equipments / installations
b.  smoking materials 
c.  frictional, naked flames,
d.  spontaneous combustion
e.  arson

8.	FIRE PROCEDURE

8.1 	A fire procedure outlines the main features of a fire emergency response plan which the 
            promoter of a Night / Private Clubs and Discotheques shall establish and implement.

8.2 	The emergency response procedure shall be approved by the Fire Services.

8.3	 The plan contains measures to prevent the occurrence of a fire, fire protection measures     and   the course of action to be taken in the event of a fire.

8.4		The requirements for fire protection have been highlighted in Section 2 to 5.


8.5		Fire preventive measures have been described in Section 6 and 7.


8.6		The actions to be taken in the event of a fire include the following:

         a.  Raise the alarm – any one who discovers a fire shall immediately inform all his  colleagues and neighbours who might be affected by the fire.
         b.  Call the fire brigade   – Dial 115
                                                 - Give the brigade precise information concerning the fire
                                                 - Your name and telephone number
                                                 - Exact location of building/si
                                                 - Give information about the fire such as its nature, the floor involved or  if persons trapped.

        c.  Attack the fire – Try to extinguish the fire with the available first aid fire fighting     equipment only if safe to do so.

d.   Evacuate the building -  All persons not involved in fighting the fire shall leave the                 premises through the nearest exit
                                          - Close the door of the room involved in fire
                                          - Walk – DO NOT RUN
                                          - Do not use elevators, always use staircase
                                          - Assist the disabled and elderly to an area of refuge or other safe place
                                          - Do not go back to the building for any reason until advised to do   so
8.7	 The promoter shall nominate responsible persons and assign them specific task as to “who   will do what” in the event of a fire.
8.8 	The promoter shall ensure that the nominated persons are properly trained in their specific task.
8.9 	The promoter shall ensure that the action plan is implemented through a fire drill conducted at least twice a year.

         9.	FIRE RISK ASSESSMENT

9.1	Ensuring an assessment of fire risks within one’s premises has been carried out is a key    part of  the ‘responsible persons’ role.  

9.2	The 5 steps of a risk assessment 

9.2.1  The following is a summary of the 5 steps you will need to go through to carry our a fire risk assessment within your premises:-

9.2.2  Step 1 – Identify the fire hazards within your premises

	   The promoter need to identify:
	
· Sources of ignition such as naked flames, heaters or some commercial   processes.
· Sources of fuel such as accumulated waste, display materials, textiles or overstocked products.
· Sources of additional oxygen such as forced air circulation or medicinal or commercial oxygen supplies.

9.2.3  Step 2 – Identify people at risk

	   The promoter will need to identify those people who may be especially at risk such as:
	   
· People working in close proximity to fire hazards.
· People working alone or in isolated areas (such as roof spaces or storerooms)
· Children or parents with babies
· The elderly or inform and people who are disabled.

9.2.4  Step 3 – Evaluate, remove, reduce and protect from risk

 Evaluate the level of risk in your premises.  Action should be taken to reduce the   level of  hazard.
· Replace highly combustible materials with less combustible ones as far as practicable.
· Ensure adequate separation between combustibles and ignition sources.
· Operate a safe smoking policy.

9.2.5  Step 4 – Record, plan, instruct and train

In this step the promoter shall record, plan, instruct, inform and train.  The promoter will need to record  the hazards and people you have identified as especially at risk in Step 1 and Step 2.  
The promoter should also record what the promoter did about it in Step 3.  A simple plan can  help you achieve this.

9.2.6  Step 5 – Review

          Every time there is a significant change to the level of risk in the premises, the fire risk 
                        assessment shall be reviewed and updated. 

10.        LEGISLATION / GOVERNMENT POLICY

10.1	A Fire Certificate is issued under section 76 of Occupational Safety and Health Act     No. 28 of 2005 after compliance with fire safety requirements specified in section 74 and 75.

10.2	Where a building which accommodates a Night /Private Clubs and Discotheques is not under the purview of Occupational Safety and Health Act No.28 of 2005, the promoter or his nominator agent shall seek the authority of the Fire Services to ensure safety and security of occupants.

10.3	Prior to the operation of a Night / Private Club and Discotheque, the Fire Services shall be consulted for the obtention of either:-

a) Approval of plan for new construction / major modification / structural alteration to  existing building OR
b) Fire certificate.

10.4 	References for fire protection equipment have been based on British Standards. However   any other approved standards which are equivalent to British Standards may be acceptable.

10.5  	For any additional clarifications the Government Fire Services will be most willing to 
            assist.





10.6	Address your queries to the Chief Fire Officer:

		Phone No.:  		212 0214, 212 0515, 212 4726

			Fax No.: 		208 3875

		E-mail: 		gfs@mail.gov.mu

		Postal Address: 	14, Deschartres St

					Port-Louis
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